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GREGSON Green is appealing to 
our fantastic community to help us 
 realise our aim of building a new 
centre.
IT is now more than eight years since 
we started raising funds towards a new 
hall.
We initially set out to raise £250,000 
– the 20-25% contribution required to 
put with grant monies to build a new 
centre.
Unfortunately, while we are now in a 
 position where we could start to ask for 
grants, we are not eligible to even  apply 
for many of the large-scale awards 
because we do not meet the criteria. 
Bodies such as the Big Lottery 
 Communities Fund only  supply grants 
for small-scale refurbishment. 
(www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/ 
funding/programmes/reaching- 
communities-england#section-2) 
Others have restrictions on the amount 
available – such as the Biffa award for 
community buildings, which specifies 
the total cost of a project must be less 
than £200,000 (www.fundingforall.org.
uk/funds/biffa-award/).
The opportunity for a new  community 
centre  funded via the proposed 
 housing development on Daub Hall 
Lane has gone following the decision 
to refuse the joint application by South 
Ribble Council planning  committee ear-
lier this year. So while we continue our 

fundraising, we need to find new ways 
to generate funds, otherwise we will 
struggle to build any type of centre.
The current village hall is not fit for 
purpose. We have no storage for tables 
and chairs, while marquee parts have 
to be kept in the centre and other 
 equipment outside the building. 
With no bin store, we cannot have an 
exterior dustbin, which creates issues 
for disposal of waste. 
There are no disabled facilities and 
the hall contains asbestos. It is costly 
to maintain and run and the wooden 
 construction means its  lifespan is 
 coming to an end. The sports teams 

have to use  outdated, inadequate 
and unsightly shipping containers and 
 storage  buildings. 
Time is running out. If we are lucky we 
may get another five years out of the 
centre we currently have.
It is well used by the community (see 
over page) and is a vital part of village 
life for many people. 
If we do not have a village hall we do 
not have the charity, community events, 
a meeting place for local user groups or 
a venue for voting etc. 
So how can we, as a community, pull 
together to get a replacement hall that 
can be used by everyone?

WHERE WE STAND
...and how everybody can help

The Gregson Green Community 2021 Challenge
WHILE we will continue 
with our fundraising and 
will try to source and  apply 
for eligible grants, we 
need additional ways to 
 generate funds to pay for a 
new building. 
We do not have anywhere 
near the money needed 
even to build something 
like the current centre.
So we are throwing 
out a challenge to the 
 community for you to help 
in any way you can. 
At the end of 2021 we will 
re-valuate the  situation 
in order to make an 
informed decision about 
the  future of the hall. NO 

final  decision can be made 
on what can be built until 
after that. 
We have to be sure we 
have  sufficient monies to 
complete any building and 
thus any plans would be 
finalised after 2021. 
Have YOU got the 
 community spirit?
We can only do so many 
events in any one year so 
we are calling on villagers 
to help organise and run 
fund-raising activities. 
I appreciate that not 
 everyone will be able to 
help but many of you will. 
Here are some possible 
suggestions as to how we 

can increase the funds we 
have...
l How would you feel 
about a community levy?
(If all 2,500 households 
in the area signed up to 
give £120 – £10 a month 
– over two years it would 
generate £500,000).
l Would the 1,172 people 
who follow us on Facebook 
or other members of the 
community be willing to 
organise a small event to  
try to raise at least £100 - 
£200 each by 2021?
l Would there be  interest 
in a large, sponsored 
event, such as the steering 
group/fundraisers taking 

part in a 24-hour  activity 
in the hall? Or at least 
1,000 members of the 
community participating, 
with each person raising at 
least £100.
These are just a few 
 suggestions. I am sure you 
will have many others as 
we have lots of talented 
people in the village. 
Please get in touch with 
your thoughts, ideas 
or  willingness to sign 
up to one of the above 
 suggestions.

n Call Jacqui Gibson on 
01254 852998 or Ann 
Atkin on 01254 853577.
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Pledge
a pound
to boost
appeal

ROLL up, roll up for 
our Pledge a Pound 
appeal and grab 
a chance to win a 
cash prize at the 
same time.
The minimum 
 donation is £1 
for one number 
a month – or a 
maximum of £10 
for ten numbers per 
person. 
Payment can be 
by standing order 
or annually by a 
cheque or cash. 
Forms can be 
downloaded from 
the website or our 
Facebook page.
Complete the form 
and if you use online 
banking you can set 
up your own 

standing order to 
pay Gregson Green, 
sort code 30-96-85, 
account number 
37000460. Don’t 
forget to email a 
copy of your form to 
team.gg@ 
gregsongreen.co.uk.  
Alternatively, you 
can print off the 
form, fill it in and 
send it to 47 
Arrowsmith Drive to 
be processed.
If you wish you can 
send the standing 
order section of the 
form to your bank 
yourself but we will 
still need your other 
details in case you 
win.
We draw three 
numbers out every 
month and 40% of 
the income from the 
lottery is returned as 
prize money for ten 
months of the year. 
In August and 
December we give 
extra prizes which 
accounts for 90% 
of income for those 
months.

A HALL LOT OF FUN

Personal message from Jacqui Gibson...

GREGSON Lane 
 community centre is used 
by a wide range of groups 
covering all ages.
If you are interested in 
making a booking please 
call Mandy Foster on 
01254 854107.
Current users are:
Sunday
Hope Christian  Fellowship 
10am-1pm
Monday 
Slimming world 6pm-9pm
Tuesday
Yoga 7pm-8pm
Martial arts 8.15pm-
9.15pm
Wednesday
Mums and Toddlers 
9.30am-11.30am
Brownies 6.30pm–8pm
Dog club 8.30pm-10.30
Thursday
Mums and Toddlers 
9.30am-11.30am
Guides and Rangers 
6.30pm-9pm (1st 2nd 
and 3rd Thursday)
Women’s Institute 
7pm– 10pm (every 4th 
 Thursday)
Friday
Friday group 3.30pm-
5.30pm
Hope Christian  Fellowship 
youth group (1st Friday of 
the month)
Saturday 
Martial Arts 9.30am-
10.30am
GL Cricket Club April 
through to September.

nTHE hall is often used for 
 children’s parties and for 

 hosting charity events and 
other private functions.
We have full public entertain-
ment licences for the hall 
and for our outdoor events, 
 including the sale of alcohol, 
performance of live music, 
playing of recorded music, 
dancing and the performance 
of plays, screening of films and 
similar entertainments. We 
hold PPL and PRS licences.

IF you wish to know anything 
about the charity, please contact 
us direct, via email, telephone or 
in writing.
You can join us by volunteering in 
whatever way you can. 
The fundraising group is not an 
elected committee and is open 
to all.
We are all volunteers – not 
 professionals – and we do the 

best we can. With your support we 
have raised more than £150,000, 
making a profit at every event we 
have put on. 
Over the past eight years we have 
gained experience and skills in 
event planning, organisation and 
post-event evaluation.
Large-scale  community events 
do require expenditure but have 
helped us raise a great deal of 

money. These events take a lot of 
 organisation, time and work to put 
on and are well attended. 
The feedback we have received 
is that the majority of villagers 
enjoy events such as the beer and 
music   festival and want them to 
 continue because they bring the 
 whole community together. 
If you have any comments or 
 queries please get in touch.


